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Subject: European Gender Equality Week in the European Parliament in October 2020

Dear Chair,

On behalf of the FEMM Committee, I would like to invite the committees of the European
Parliament to hold for the first time European Gender Equality Week in October 2020 (week
44).

2020 is a special year, marking the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action. This important milestone provides us an excellent opportunity to discuss the
achievements and future challenges for the advancement of girls’ and women’s rights and
gender equality.

As you are aware, on 5 March 2020, the FEMM Committee planned to organise the annual
Inter-parliamentary Committee meeting (ICM) celebrating International Women’s Day 2020,
dedicated to “The 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action”,
which, to our deep regret, had to be cancelled.

Nevertheless, we should not lose the momentum and try to make the best of this year,
reminding everyone that 25 years after the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, women’s rights and gender equality have not yet been fully realised. No country in
the world has fully achieved equality and empowerment for women and girls. Women in
Europe and around the world are still facing numerous challenges. Some of those challenges
are as much relevant today as 25 or more years ago and some are newly emerging.

At the beginning of this year, we held an excellent exchange of views with the President of
the European Parliament at the meeting of the Gender Mainstreaming Network. The President
expressed his full support to the Network and called on all Committees to help to enhance a
social model, which goes together with a battle against all forms of discrimination.
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Therefore, as the response to this call we are proposing this initiative, because we strongly
believe that the involvement of all parliamentary committees and delegations via the Gender
Mainstreaming Network in holding various meetings, conferences, seminars or other events
during this European Gender Equality Week would give a very much needed input to this
battle against discrimination and inequality.

In addition to that, since the start of the Coronavirus outbreak, we are witnessing a range of
different impacts this crisis is having on our societies, including a devastating impact on
women and, more generally, on gender equality. We see the rise of the gender based violence,
the strain of unpaid care and domestic work for women or reduced access to reproductive
health and maternal services. On the other hand, we are witnessing the bravery of healthcare
workers and carers, who continue taking care of the sick, the elderly and those in need. We
see the important job done by cleaners and disinfectors, by cashiers and shop assistants in
supermarkets, by postal workers and others. The majority of those workers are women who
are making critical contributions despite perils and despite being underpaid.

Therefore, I believe it is a ripe time to give the gender mainstreaming in all policy areas more
visibility and recognition. It has been side-lined, neglected and under-appreciated for far too
long. That is why the FEMM Committee called on the Commission to mainstream gender into
all of its Covid related measures, to evaluate these new experiences and lessons learned and to
consider it for every new measure or initiative to be taken. We ask for gender mainstreaming
to become one of the main elements of the legislation. And by holding the European Gender
Equality Week the European Parliament would play its part in ensuring gender equality takes
its right place, especially if we invite our other European and international partners, like EIGE
or UN, to join us.

The international dimension is particularly important, having in mind that 2020 marks also the
75th anniversary of the UN Charter and a number of events are scheduled by the organisation
on the theme "Reaffirming our commitment to Multilateralism" and there is a call to have an
UN week in Parliament that would include events highlighting UN success stories and how
the EU contributed to their success. Committees are invited to organise exchanges of views
involving the agencies or programmes active in their policy area to enhance the role of the
UN multilateral and rules-based system and the contribution of the EU, the European
Parliament in particular, as an essential partner in reinforcing the capacity of delivery of the
UN. I believe that the European Gender Equality Week could be an extension of the planned
UN week and contribute to it immensely.

Yours sincerely,

Evelyn REGNER
Chair of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality


